Noninvasive monitoring in the pediatric intensive care unit.
The best ICU monitors are physicians and nurses, who integrate all of the physiologic parameters of patients with the known pathophysiology of the disease process. Over-reliance on raw electronic data, with their inherent errors, jeopardizes the safe and efficient care of patients. Data must be interpreted in the context of the history, repetitive physical examinations, response to therapy, and a background of experience. New modalities and the application of artificial intelligence may facilitate the interpretation of data, but the role of the bedside medical practitioner remains as the heart of pediatric critical care.